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The benefits and risks
of the blade implant

SECTION TWO

(Continued from the previous issue)

Table 1 - 1968 - This table illustrates my
overall experience with all free end poste-
rior blades in both arches. Their survival
was good at intervals of three years, five
years and ten years, with estimates of 96%,
92% and 84% respectively. Overall com-
plications were low at 6%. Their percent
favorable survival in the bladevents that
survived five years was good for mobility
at 97%; however, according to the charting
system radiographs showed only a 43%
stringent criteria and an 81% with the
more lenient measure. The reason for this
low x-ray rating was because of the impro-
per and confusing class divisions set up for
x-ray criteria (fig. 67). This will be tho-
roughly discussed in part 11 of the discus-
sion phase of this paper. The overail pocket
depth and gingival health were fair and
many pocket measurements were done with
my early cases as seen on the 1968 table 6
chart. HU\VC\"L‘I', these measurements were
slowly eliminated with the thousands of
cases that followed over the years as the
pocket or sulei depthus usually remained
fairly constant in relationship to the con-
stant retainment of the alveolar bone height
and width. The ten year projected survival
rate for all free end blades was 84%, 52
blade implants in this category entered
their tenth year and at least twelve entered
the cleventh year (figg. 65-77).

Dr. Leonard I. Linkow - Mcdico Dentista Implantologo

LEONARD [. LINKOW D.D.S.

Fig. 64

This 9 ys. | month radiograph
shows absolutely no bone re-
sorption except there was a tiny
space heneath the mesial shoul-
der and the bone which was
caused by improper insertion ori-
ginaily. However, according to
the Harvard standards 1 had to
call this a CI. IV bone category
instead of a CI. I.

Fig. 65
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Fig. 66 Fig. 67 Fig. 68

Fig. 69 Fig. 70 Fig. 71

Fig 73 Fig. 74

Fig. 75
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Table 2 - 1971 - Illustrates the overall
free end data after [ started to bury the
bladevents deeper (mavilla and mandible).
Although the fire year percent survival did
not improve, the percent Favorable Survi-
val « showed slight improvement in the
overall row for all measures as well as
in the five year row for radiographs. By
merely burying the shoulders, it automati-
cally places the implant into a bestter x-ray
rating (figg. 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85,
86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91).

Fig. 78

Fig. 79

Fig. 80

Fig. 81

Fig. 83



Fig. 84 Fig. 88

Fig. 85 Fig. 89

Fig. 86 Fig. 90

Fig. 87 Fig. 91
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Table 5 - 1971 - Shows the more recent
mandibular three unit bridges opposing fi-
xed bridges or permanent teeth to have
excellent three and five year survivals at
919, Quality (percent Favorable Survival)
is excellent and the complications were
low (figg. 92, 93, 94, 95).

Fig. 95

Table 4 - 1971 - Shows more recent expe-
rience with all frec end mandibular blade-
vents with two pontics and more than (wo
abutments to have very good three and five
year survivals at 98% and 92% (figg. 96,
97, 98, 99, 100, 101).

Overall quality is good for mobility, gin-
gival health and pocket depth but again,
due to the poor categorizations the radio-

Fig. 99

Fig. 94 Fig. 95

graphic interpretations was only 67% mee-
ting the more stringent criteria and 87%
the more lenient criteria. Although there
had been a reduction in the measurements
of pocket depths in many of these cases,
the overall tarue radiographic interpreta-
tions, pain free symptoms and normal gin-
gival tonus, strengthen the overall findings
with respect to the ceasures.

Fig. 100 Fig. 101
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Table 5 - 1968 - Shows overall results
with single interdental implants (figg. 102,
103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109). Al-
though there are only twelve cases reported
results are interesting. Three and five year
survival 1s good at 88% at both time pe-
riods. Overall percent Favorable Survival
is good for radiographs and gingival health
but mobility is only fair at 70% and these
were with the halp of lingual rests.

The complications were at 17%, most
[rom the maxiilary interdental bladevents.
A loss of bene at the expense of the labial
plates was the result of some of the failures
where too much time clapsed befere remo-
ving the implants. Today, however by in-
serting the single tooth bladevents on the
palatal side of the ridge to increase the
bone thickness on its labial surface changes
the possibility for long standing success to
be more optimistic. Most of the single in-
terdental mandibular blades are still func-
tioning over five and seven years. Howe-
ver, by crowning a neighboring tooth and
splinting it to the single tooth blade, the
results have been close 1o 98% over a five
vear period [figg. 110-114).

Fig. 102

Fig. 105

Fig. 104

Fig. 106
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Fig. 107 Fig. 108

Fig. 109 Fig. 110

Fig. 111 Fig. 112

Fig. 113 Fig. 114

































